
Serving businesses
for 104 Years

2

3

4

5

6
7
8
9

10

11
12
13
14

NOV
LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

NEWS & EVENTS 
CALENDAR 

NEWS & EVENTS
ABSOLUTE PHYSICAL THERAPY

NEWS & EVENTS 
WENDY MOST INSURANCE

RIBBON CUTTINGS

TIPS, TOOLS & STATS

LEADERSHIP LA PLATA

PHOTO GALLERY

NEW MEMBERS  &
RENEWED MEMBERS

BUSINESS CONNECTION

5-PART MARKETING SERIES

LUNCH & LEARN

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

Building our
region's future 

through business.

What percentage of your Holiday Shopping
will be done locally?

click to answer

 The good news is you still have eight days to get your awards nominations 
submitted for DURANGO ROCKS! ... the bad news is you only have eight days left 
to get your awards nominations in for DURANGO ROCKS!  So whichever way 
you decide to look at it (half full or half empty) please submit your nominations by 
November 11th and help us honor those businesses and individuals who deserve to 
be recognized!  

Nominations Due November 11th

• Business of the Year  

• Small Business of the Year 

• Non-Profit of the Year

• Citizen of the Year

• Ed Morlan Entrpreneur of the Year

• Bill Mashaw Volunteer of the Year

• Young Professional of the Year

   (YPOD)

• Morley Ballantine Award

• Barbara Conrad Award (LLP) 

Here are the catagories:

~  Click to Nominate ~

 Mark your calendars now for the DURANGO ROCKS! event, which will 
be held on Thursday, January 16, 2020 beginning at 5:30pm at the Community 
Concert Hall at FLC.  Tickets will be going on sale very soon!

https://www.vantiv.com/
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egpa0zjfk2fbpu71/start
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egla4lglk0ee7rg2/start
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07eglc67sgk0feixgb/start
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egla6vi8k0efq20e/start
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egla6vl6k0efta4h/start
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egla6vslk0eg23dr/start
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egla6vv2k0eg6kf2/start
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egla6vv2k0eg6kf2/start
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egla6vxek0egaich/start
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egla6vvuk0eg8lwd/start
https://www.durangobusiness.org/
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Make every day count  
Jack Llewellyn, Chamber Director

CHAMBER BOARD OF
DIRECTORS & STAFF

2019

Staff

www.durangobusiness.org
chamber@durangobusiness.org

2301 Main Avenue | Durango, CO 81301
970-247-0312 | Fax 970-385-7884

President
Amanda Erickson, Durango Area Association of Realtors

Board Members
Charles Spence, Past President, Maynes Bradford Shipps Sheftel

 Greg Behn, Bank of Colorado
Suzanne Phare, Real Ideal Coaching

Brian Lundstrom, Sky Ute Casino Resort
Steve Elias, Fort Lewis College

Diana Murray, ASAP Accounting
Bob Thom, Kroeger's True Value

 Chris Bettin, City of Durango Representative
Durango Land & Homes

Charley Kier, Leadership La Plata Representative
Academy Mortgage

Brad Cook, Diplomat Representative
Academy Mortgage 

Cory Kahn, YPOD Representative
ImageNet Consulting

 As I originally set out to write this, I was reminded by the 
quote from the sage prognosticator Ferris Bueller, “Life moves 
pretty fast. If you don’t stop and look around, you’ll miss it.”
 Unfortunately I also was reminded by the colloquial “law 
of threes” – which claims that unfortunate things (or bad luck) 
comes in “threes.” Before I could get this column written, it 
became the “law of fours,” at least at this go-round. In the last 
couple of months, Durango lost four of our most amazing 
community citizens. New folks to town won’t ever have had the 
opportunity to meet them, but you all will continue to benefit 
from their legacy and what these amazing men did for Durango 
and La Plata County: Don Jeter, Mickey Hogan, Ed Zink and 
Bob Dolphin.
 Don Jeter had a contagious attitude.  He served in the 
Marines and the attitude to serve continued as he was always 
willing to lend a hand.  Not only the owner of CAL Steel and 
Sheet Metal he was a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason and a 
Past Master at the Durango San Juan Lodge #46.  He also had a 
passion for children as the Past President of the San Juan Basin 
Shrine Club.  I can picture him in parades as he drove his “Tin 
Lizzie” smiling and waving to the crowd. 
 Mickey Hogan was a patriarch of one of Durango’s foremost 
families. Sorrel Sky Gallery now occupies the building in 
Downtown that housed the best place to purchase jeans and 
Carhart’s and ANYTHING you needed (and he grew up there on 
the second floor!). He was also key in working to build Durango’s 
tourism industry. (He remembered The Strater “in the day.”) And 
we might not have had Purgatory had it not been for Mickey 
and his small group of “friends” who wanted to make Durango 

the place “to be.”  Hogan’s even 
wrapped your purchase in 
paper, something you don’t see 
today.
 Ed Zink was also born and raised in Durango. Waterfall 
Ranch and the restored wetlands on the Animas Valley property 
that used to be the family’s hay farm stand as testament to how he 
cared so much for this community. But there also wouldn’t be a 
Mountain Bike Specialists or Iron Horse Bicycle Classic without 
Ed’s vision and persistence and work to make the business 
succeed and Durango’s Downtown thrive, and the Iron Horse 
an iconic world class event. And because of Ed, Durango is the 
Mountain Bike Mecca, as he brought the World Mountain Bike 
Championships here.
 I worked with Bob Dolphin at Fort Lewis College. Though 
suffering the consequences of polio early in life, and struggled at 
times, he shall always be honored as a visionary administrator at 
FLC who brought to fruition many of the successes the college 
has today – including the Community Concert Hall, Center for 
Southwest Studies and more. He served on City Council and 
truly made a difference in this town.
 After I learned of Bob’s recent passing, I found another quote, 
anonymous, but appropriate, “Life is short. Spend it with people 
who make you laugh and feel loved.”
 We’ve always been a town of people who love each other, 
no matter our social, religious, racial or political leanings. Let’s 
remember that and live like Don, Mickey, Ed and Bob would like 
us to live, making Durango the best place it can be, with the best 
people on the planet.

https://www.durangobusiness.org/
mailto:chamber%40durangobusiness.org?subject=
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Lunch & Learn Thank You
Thank you to Martha Mason, Executive Director 
of Southwest Center for Independence for a very 
informative Lunch & Learn session on October 

16th. Martha’s presentation on Reasonable Work 
Accommodations for People with Disabilities was 
very beneficial especially to small business owners 

navigating through this process. If you would 
like more information about this topic or the 

Southwest Center for Independence visit
www.swindependence.org or call 970-259-1672. 

NOV. 5th  Coffee@Carver’s 7:45 am Carver Brewing Co.
NOV. 6th  5-Part Marketing Series 8:30 am Durango Public Library 
NOV. 7th  Diplomat Meeting 5:15 pm Chamber of Commerce Offices
NOV. 8th Ribbon Cutting  12:15 pm Pet Haus Groom Room
NOV. 11th  Deadline for Nominations 5:00 pm  
NOV. 12th YPOD Lunches with Leaders  11:30 am Ore House
NOV. 13th LLP Steering Committee 5:00 pm Wells Group
NOV. 20th Lunch & Learn 12 Noon TBK Bank
NOV. 21st LLP Curriculum 4:30 pm LPEA
NOV. 21st Business After Hours  5:00 pm Yellow Carrot
NOV. 28th Happy Thanksgiving! 8:30 am Chamber Offices Closed
NOV. 29th    ---------   -----   Chamber Offices Closed

How your business can take 
advantage of search

Understanding SEO and how it pertains 
to your business goals will help you take 

advantage of search and drive more traffic 
to your website or page.  

Click for more

Business After Hours
THURSDAY

November 21st
 5–7pm

The Yellow Carrot
3206 Main Avenue, Suite 1

$10 Chamber Members & Guests

N OV E M B E R

Check Out this weekʼs

BLOG:

November Calendar 

https://web.durangobusiness.org/events/TUESDAY-TALK-COFFEE-AT-CARVERS-2040/details
http://www.swindependence.org
https://www.durangobusiness.org/blog-451656
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Marketing Series Wraps Up
 The 5-Part Marketing Series has one session 
left and there is still time to register.  The 
November 6th session, Where to Spend 
Your Advertising Dollars will offer a panel 
of media experts helping you through the 
confusing task of buying advertising.
 Classes will be held 8:30 - 10:00 am at the 
Durango Public Library.
 Cost: $35 per session for Chamber Members 
and Non-Members $50 per session.

   
  
 Reservations are required, so please use 
our convenient online registration at www.
durangobusiness.org or call 970-247-0312.
No shows and cancellations after November 4th
will be invoiced.

click now to register

http://www.absoluteptwell.com
http://www.durangobusiness.org
http://www.durangobusiness.org
https://web.durangobusiness.org/events/5PART-MARKETING-SERIES-2030/details
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 Are you currently running your business from 
your head or your heart?  What if you were able to 
make decisions from a place of purpose and love 
instead of fear and obligation.  In this unique and 
transformational session, you will learn new ways to 
approach running your business, making decisions 
and why mission, vision and culture are critical to 
your success. 
 Whether you are a new business owner, or been 
in business for a long time, you will learn some new 
concepts and gain new perspective.

What Does It Take to Run a Heart-Led Business?
Michelle Kooi, CPA, CYT, CHC;  Tafoya Barrett and Associates PC

Sponsored by

 The cost is only $13 for Chamber Members and 
$20 for non-members and includes a

delicious lunch catered by
HOT TOMATOES CATERING. 

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED,
so please use our convenient

on line registration at
www.durangobusiness.org

or call 970.247.0312.
 No-shows & cancellations after November 15th will be invoiced.

   November Lunch & Learn
Wednesday, November 20, 2019 | 12 Noon  

TBK BANK (259 W. 9th Street)

click to register

http://www.insuredbymost.com
https://web.durangobusiness.org/events/LUNCH-LEARN-What-Does-It-Take-to-Run-a-HeartLed-Business-2038/details
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 The Durango Diplomats were 
on hand Thursday, October 24th 
for a Ribbon Cutting ceremony at 
Land Title Guarantee Company to 
celebrate their new office location.  
Now conveniently located at 102 W. 
18th Street, Josh Neiman and his staff 
are looking forward to providing the 
same great service they have been 
providing for the past 52 years.  They 
treat real estate agents, lenders, sellers 
and buyers as partners building 
relationships on trust and results.  They love being a part of this incredible community and 
appreciate the real estate agents and lenders who are such a pleasure to work with.  If you 
would like to find out more about the services offered by Land Title Guarantee Company 
visit www.ltgc.com or give them a call at 970-247-5860.

Land Title Guarantee
RIBBON CUTTINGS

 The Durango Diplomats along 
with the Animas Museum celebrated 
the Animas City School’s inclusion 
in the National Register of Historic 
Places at a dedication ceremony and 
ribbon cutting on October 30th.  The 
Animas City School was constructed 
in 1904, and its first school year was 
1905-1906.  The old schoolhouse is 
now home to the Animas Museum. 
Representatives from the History 
Colorado Office of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation were on hand to 
officially dedicate the schoolhouse and present the National Register plaque.  If you would 
like to learn more about the Animas Museum visit www.animasmuseum.org or stop by the 
museum located at 3065 W. 2nd Avenue.
 

Animas Museum Ribbon Cutting

http://www.ltgc.com
http://www.animasmuseum.org
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TIPS, TOOLS & STATS

WHAT IS HYPERBARIC OXYGEN THERAPY (HBOT)?

 Tips, Tools & Stats
Welcome to our new feature! We encourage

our members to submit articles that would be
helpful to our community. If you would like

to submit an article please contact
Rita@durangobusiness.org.

 “Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy (HBOT) is the 
breathing of 100% oxygen or enriched oxygen while 
under increased atmospheric pressure.  This greatly 
increases the partial pressure of oxygen and saturates the 
blood plasma and tissues, in addition to maximizing the 
oxygen in the blood hemoglobin.  Promoting healing and 
growth, particularly in areas where blood flow is minimal, 
compromised or where cellular function is sub-optimal.
 It has long been known that healing many areas of the 
body cannot take place without appropriate oxygen levels 
in the tissue.  Most illnesses and injuries occur, and often 
linger, at the cellular or tissue level as a result of reduced 
oxygen flow.  In many cases adequate oxygen cannot reach 
the damaged area and the body's natural healing ability is 
unable to function properly.  HBOT provides this extra 
oxygen naturally.”  Paul G. Harch, MD

HISTORY OF HBOT
 The first use of HBOT was in 1662 by British physician 
Nathaniel Henshaw who reportedly used compressed air 
in a chamber called a dumicilium.   Two centuries later 
in 1861 the first hyperbaric chamber was built in the 
United States by Neurologist James Leonard Coming after 
witnessing the success in treating decompression illness 
among Hudson Tunnel workers.  Now in 2019, HBOT 

is used with non-healing infections, blood perfusion 
insufficiencies, orthopedic injuries and surgeries, 
neurological conditions such as traumatic brain injuries 
and strokes, mental health conditions, Alzheimer’s 
and dementia, autoimmune diseases, altitude sickness, 
enhancement of athletic recovery and performance, and 
everyday health, etcetera.

HOW DOES HBOT HEAL?
 Inflammation can act as a barrier for oxygen to heal. 
Hyperbaric oxygen chambers pressurize oxygen to move 
into the liquid part of the blood (plasma), cerebral spinal 
fluid and lymphatic system, allowing oxygen to flow freely 
throughout the body and brain to restore health. Under 
pressure, inflammation is no longer a barrier towards 
healing and the body can restore its innate healing 
abilities. Now able to travel throughout the body and 
brain in areas where it was unable to reach. Hyperbaric 
oxygen therapy helps to widen arteries and creates new 
routes for blood to flow while eliminating harmful toxins, 
infections and bacteria from our tissues.
 

IN SHORT
HBOT reduces inflammation, pain, neuropathy, heals 
wounds, regenerates tissue, and optimizes brain function.

George Glass, Owner, Mountain Hyperbarics
mountainhyperbarics.com

mailto:rita%40durangobusiness.org?subject=
https://mountainhyperbarics.com/
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 Many fight their way to the top, but the ones who become 
true leaders, serve. Anyone can use fear to bully others to do 
something. The leaders who effortlessly get people enamored 
with them, willing to do difficult tasks for them, wanting to 
remain in relationship with them for the long haul … serve 
first. 
 They look for the 
needs of those around 
them and match their 
talents and skills to meet 
those needs. They show 
up ready to help. Many 
who come to Leadership 
La Plata want to serve. 
They are looking for a 
way to connect deeper to their community. Many who show 
up in LLP want to find a place they fit. This is often the hard 
spot … how do I align my talents with what is needed? As 
students go through LLP, they learn about themselves, the 
needs of their community, and are challenged to reflect on how 
they might be of service to others. 
 They are asked to look deeper at themselves and determine 
how they can best show up in the world. This is different than 
reacting based on past learning and habit as most do. LLP 
participants are asked to look beyond how they have reacted 
in the past, look through the way they have always been, and 
choose to respond (rather than react) in a way that is effective 
for what is in front of them right now: How does this person 
communicate? What are the needs of this situation? How will 
I be most effective here? This reflective questioning creates a 

much better dynamic to connect to the project, person, or 
situation, and translates into getting more done on a quicker 
timeline. 
 This connection is the place where transformation gets 
done and our world gets better. This is true service - showing 
up in full authenticity, being present to what is happening and 
who needs what right now, and then acting from a reflective, 
self aware place that says “Here is how I can contribute. Here 
are my skills and abilities and I can apply them to help you”. 
This level of connection is authentic service.
 When I show up fully, in authenticity, I will be able to say 
yes to things I can do and no to things I cannot. I will be able 
to remain focused on my role while remembering others also 
have skills and abilities to contribute. Their role is different 
than mine yet just as important. This is true collaboration, 
true leadership, and true connection. This makes our teams, 
projects, and communities stronger. 
 Today see how you can lead. Find a place you can be of 
service to a group, person, situation and give of your authentic 
skills and abilities to help from a place of self awareness 
(honest appraisal of your vulnerabilities and authenticities). It 
does not have to be a big thing, the work here is reconnecting 
to self while reaching out to help someone else. This is true 
leadership. 
 This month wraps up the Chamber Rocks Award 
nominations (Due November 11th). If you know an LLP grad 
who has taken the above seriously and is bringing their talents 
forward to make the community better from a true place 
of leadership (see above), nominate them for the Barbara 
Conrad Award! 

What is True Leadership? ... Service
LLP MONTHLY FOCUS

Photo Credit: Jack Moreh, freerange.com

Alumni
Quote

“to me, putting other people’s needs before your own 
is what leadership is” 
                                                              -  Jeff Dupont, Class of 2013-2014

October Class 
REGIONAL DIVERSITY

 Those who never had the privilege to know Barbara 
Conrad missed an exceptional experience. A member of the 
Class of ’91-’92, Barbara truly epitomized the commitment 
to community that Leadership La Plata, at its very core, 
embraces. She is remembered widely in the community as the 
former director of the Durango Arts Center, the main gallery 
of which bears her name, but she was so much more.
 To honor Barbara, Leadership La Plata established 
the Barbara Conrad Leadership Award, given annually in 
conjunction with the Durango Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Awards Celebration.
 Each year, the recipient is selected by a committee made 
up of the former recipients, including Bill Mashaw, Linda 
Geer, Char Day, David Eppich, Pam Patton, Ed Morlan, 
Sidny Zink, Lon Erwin, Nora Tracy, Dennis Lum, Marsha 

Porter-Norton, Indiana Reed, Kip Koso, Wanda Ellingson, 
Diane Becket, Christi Zeller, John and Cissy Anderson, Kris 
Oyler, Laura Lewis Marchino, Stan Crapo, Tara Kiene, Jenn 
Bartlett and Molly Martin. The committee does not nominate, 
so members of the community are strongly encouraged to 
suggest individuals who meets the criteria.
 The successful recipient must be a LLP graduate who 
is consistently involved and active in leadership roles 
throughout the community, as was Barbara. The recipient 
must also be one who demonstrates collaborative leadership 
skills and creative, independent thinking – or thinking 
“outside the box.” Of prime importance is dedication to the 
Leadership La Plata program.
 Nomination deadline is November 11, 2019. The award is 
presented annually in January at the Chamber Rocks Event.

Barbara Conrad Leadership Award

Thank you to our October class sponsor!

Written by: Stacy Reuille-Dupont

Click here to Nominate

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egla6vvuk0eg8lwd/a01d2k12n818f/questions
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PHOTO GALLERY
Business After Hours Thank You

Thank you to Rod Barker, Tori Ossola and the entire crew at the Strater Hotel for hosting a very special Business 
After Hours on October 17th.  Everyone loved seeing the hotel up close and personal while enjoying some 

fantastic food and beverages.  If you are thinking about a location for your holiday party or where to put those 
out of town relatives,  remember the Strater Hotel offers some great options. For more information visit

www.strater.com or call 970-247-4431.

http://www.strater.com
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   Buck says ...

Accounting Services of Durango, Inc.
Angels Laser Engraving
J. Paul & Debbie Brown

Colorado Document Security
Directory Plus

Discover Goodwill of Southern & Western Colorado
Durango Botanical Society

Durango High Noon Rotary
Durango Land and Homes, LLC

Durango Motor Company
Durango Organics

Durango Rivertrippers & Adventure Tours
Durango Wordsmith, The

Elk Point Lodge
Eppich Photography

FCI Constructors, Inc.
Fort Lewis College

Four Corners Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

Four Corners Rainbow Youth Center
The Gallery A Division of Task Masters

GCC Energy, LLC
Jaynes Corporation of Colorado

Julianne Fredrick
KOBF T.V.

Kosh Solutions
PhRMA

R.H. Crossland Foundation Historic Museum
Rock Solid Radio, Inc

Southwest Business Builders BNI
Southwest Center for Independence

StoneAge, Inc.
Terryl Peterson CFO Services LLC

Think Network Technologies
US Bank
Worldpay

The Yellow Carrot

RENEWED MEMBERS

4 Corners Medical Marketing
Bonny Wayman

P.O. Box 194
Hesperus, CO  81326

(970) 426-5342
website

Marketing/Digital Media/Public Relations

ATE-1122
Sara Walker

39848 US-160
Bayfield, CO  81122

(970) 884-0313
Restaurants/Bars

CiMiAtch - Cindy Miller Atchison Design
Cindy Atchison
3002 E 3rd Ave

Durango, CO  81301
(970) 769-1116

website
Graphic Designers

Colorado Stonescapes
Ferrol Johnson

175 Metz Lane, #303
Durango, CO  81301

(970) 799-7973
website

Landscaping

La Plata Quilt Guild
Charlotte Pirnat

PO Box 2355
Durango, CO  81302

(970) 247-5349
Non-Profit

Lisa Parker's Puppies
Lisa Parker

2980 B Main Ave
Durango, CO  81301

(970) 769-2584
website

Non-Profit

Maria's Bookshop
Evan Schertz
960 Main Ave

Durango, CO  81301
(970) 247-1438

website
Retail

NAPA Auto & Truck Parts
 Durango & Bayfield
Bunny & Paul Holguin

NAPA Auto & Truck Parts Dgo & Bayfield
Durango, CO  81303

(970) 247-2553
website

Automotive Related

PHD Weight Loss, LLC
Ashley Lucas

555 Rivergate Ln #B1-101
Durango, CO  81301

(970) 764-4133
website

Health/Wellness

Southwest Adventure Tours
Julianne Fredrick
101 W 9th St, #8

Durango, CO  81301
(435) 704-4161

website
Tours

The Green House Durango
Lauren Hawksworth

730 S Camino Del Rio
Durango, CO  81301

(970) 247-2420
website

Dispensary

https://4cmedicalmarketing.com
https://www.cindyatchison.com
https://www.coloradostonescapes.com
https://www.lisaparkerspuppies.com
https://www.mariasbookshop.com
https://www.napaonline.com/en/co/durango/store/27689?cid=pl_yext_jobber_DurangoPartsSource_27689
http://website
https://southwestadventuretours.com
http://www.thegreenhousecolorado.com


 I ask Reneé Bruch, owner of Designs By RVB, what she 
loves most about owning her own design and marketing 
business. “I get to work personally with clients,” she says. “In 
graphic design, when you work for a company that is not your 
own, often a middleman is involved.  Everything takes more 
time in translation and it can be frustrating for everyone. I 
enjoy the more personal relationship with clients that I have 
now. My clients get the most bang for their bucks when I 
listen directly to what they want and then use my experience 
and creativity to produce that for them.”
 Reneé grew up in New Jersey and moved west in 1996 
to attend CSU. After graduating with a degree in fine arts 
with a focus in graphic design, Reneé got a ‘government’ job, 
creating interpretive, educational displays at government 
agency buildings in several different Colorado communities. 
“I met my husband, Travis, in Glenwood Springs,” Reneé says, 
“when I was working for the Bureau of Land Management 
and he was working for for the Forest Service. We were set up 
on a blind date.” Climbing the ladder with the Forest Service 
often requires moving from one location to another, so Reneé 
and Travis relocated several times. Somewhere along the way 
they made a just-for-fun trip to Durango. “We fell in love with 
the area. We loved that it was in the mountains and also close 
to the desert. So Travis applied for a job in Durango. It took 
seven years, because there’s only one position in Durango 
in his particular field of the Forest Service. Finally he got a 
phone call offering him the position.  We moved here in June 
of 2015, and he became program manager for the Timber 
Program at the Forest Service. We love Durango and are here 
to stay.  Although retirement is way down the line for us, we 
know that this is where we want to retire.”
 By the time Reneé started Designs by RVB three years 
ago, she’d already accumulated twenty years of experience in 
her field. “I just love what I do….which is everything from a 
full range of graphic design —including developing brands 
and logos, advertising of all types, marketing materials of all 
types, business cards and brochures. I do screen printing, 
banners, plaques, custom signs, vehicle, boat and window 
vinyl graphics.”

 Reneé strives to 
think outside the box and 
introduce new ideas and 
processes to her clients. 
One of the niches she’s 
developing within the sign 
industry involves carving 
unique, solid wood house 
signs (you can see examples of these on her website).
 Reneé has a wide variety of clients and produces a broad 
spectrum of products and services. “I do a little of everything,” 
she says. “The Forest Service is currently my biggest client. 
I’m working on trailhead signs for six different trail locations. 
They are large three panel signs that include maps, a bit about 
the area, trail management and leave no trace information. I 
also create vinyl logos for vehicles in their fleet. ” 
 In addition to working closely with clients in her 
professional capacity, Reneé looks for ways to give back to the 
community, volunteering her graphic design and marketing 
skills for several local organizations and handling all the 
marketing for the 9 Health Fair. She is donating her time 
as the Executive Graphic Designer for the Ted X Talks in 
Durango in November 2019.
 “I’m a big believer in being part of the Chamber,” Reneé 
says, “It’s good to have the support they provide and good 
to support them back. I go to Chamber functions and have 
participated in Girls Gone Golfing as a participant and by 
collaborating with Jennifer on designing and creating the 
picture frames for that event the past three years.”
 Reneé and Travis love to ski, hike, camp, and garden. 
Travis hunts and fly fishes; Reneé has bikes, a raft and a 
paddle board. Reneé sums it up with, “So many hobbies, 
so little time!” They have a dog, Rex, who enjoys the active 
outdoor life as much as they do. 
 Designs by RVB was recently named as one of the top 
three ‘Best of Durango’ graphic design business. You may 
reach Reneé at 970-247-7836 or at designsbyrvb@gmail.
com. Please visit her website www.designsbyrvb.com for 
more information and to see examples of her work. 
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Designs by RVB, Reneé V. Bruch
written by Sara Lynn (Kuntz) Valentine

mailto:designsbyrvb%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:designsbyrvb%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.designsbyrvb.com
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