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4th ANNUAL TECH CONFERENCE SLATED
FOR APRIL 27TH
Time is running out to register for the 4th Annual
Tech Conference that will be held Friday, April 27th
at the DoubleTree Hotel. Technology-filled breakout
sessions will include everything from a live Facebook
Michael Genest
video conference to business apps you can’t live without
to firewalls, clean energy and some very cool drone operators. The
highlight of the day will be our keynote speaker, NASA Engineer Michael
Genest, a 37-year veteran who will share his expertise about space flight
and what we can expect in the future regarding human presence on and
near the moon! You won’t want to miss this!
Cost: Chamber Members - $70
Non-Members - $95

Click to register
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Panhandling

From the Executive Director’s pen . . .

Jack Llewellyn, Chamber Director

OK, I got your attention with the headline!
And while you know I’m always fond of a good
tease, this isn’t false advertising.
Yes, let’s talk panhandling. We hate to think
about it, and dislike seeing it in our community
even more. But closing our eyes to the issue doesn’t
make it go away. Fortunately, all entities concerned
– from the Chamber to the Business Improvement
District, to the City/County to human services
organizations – are trying to tackle the issue with
compassion and within the law.
Truth is, this is a national issue, worse in many
places. Not saying that to avoid anything, but just
want to put it in perspective. It’s disturbing and
challenging. It’s sort of funny, but somehow (for
those of you who are old enough) Nancy Reagan’s
voice came into my brain “Just Say No.”
Yes, she was talking about drugs, but it can also be
something we stand up to as a community. PLEASE
make the distinction between panhandling by
people who have chosen this as a lifestyle, and
those who are homeless because of crisis. Durango/
La Plata County cares for our homeless population
and a number of programs are in place or
underway.
Band together, educate your staff, visitors
and local customers, and don’t give to those
making a living and impacting our Downtown by
panhandling, “Just Say No.”
The City of Durango has specific ordinances
in place to empower all of us to deter unwanted
behaviors on our sidewalks. Read the ordinances
https://library.municode.com/co/durango/
codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_
CH17OF_ARTIIIOFAGPE_S17-43PA The
ordinances aren’t as strict as many would like, but
we’re looking into what Tempe, Ariz. has done with

its no sit/lie ordinance, and it
appears to be serving them well
to get these bad actors off the
sidewalks. Stay tuned.
The best thing we all can do is make it
uncomfortable for these folks who have literally
set up businesses on public sidewalks. The
Durango BID, with support of the Chamber and
City have increased the presence of our Durango
Ambassadors. You’ll see them in bright RED attire
encouraging our visitors to give to charities and
not the panhandlers. We understand that tourists
are generous, but the Ambassadors will encourage
those to support the Make it Count program – give
your spare change to support non-profits and not
the panhandlers. If these bad actors can’t make a
living on our sidewalks, they’ll either leave, or even
better, seek employment, or a “real job.”
The Durango Police Department needs data. It
can be a scary thing to interact with an aggressive
panhandler – because they DO know how to
intimidate. It’s part of their M.O. But the police
need to know. The PD has increased foot patrols,
and that’s going to help, but every citizen in this
community can assist them in this effort.
Bottom line: if you witness ANY unwanted
behavior, call it in. (This includes skateboarding
and riding bikes on the sidewalk, spitting on
sidewalks, trespassing, littering, obstructing
sidewalks just to name a few). And as a bonus, if
you have your phone handy, take a picture. These
bad actors don’t like to be documented.
Be willing to take back our town. Durango has
always been a leader on so many fronts. We can do
the best we can here as well.
CALL IT IN: Police non-emergency number:
970.385.2900
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April Lunch & Learn

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 | 12 Noon

First National Bank of Durango (259 W. 9th Street)

Is your business taking advantage of the opportunities,
resources and services the City of Durango offers?
Presented by City of Durango

Many businesses only interact with local
government when registering their business or
applying for a permit. Learn to utilize the City
of Durango as a customer, a resource, a service
and more!
u

Doing business with the City of Durango

u

Grant Opportunities

u

The Way to Go! Together Club

u

Sustainability

u

And free tools for businesses

APRIL CALENDAR

CLICK TO REGISTER

The cost is only $13 for Chamber Members and
$20 for non-members and includes a
delicious lunch catered by
HOT TOMATOES CATERING
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED,
so please use our convenient
on line registration at
www.durangobusiness.org
or call 970.247.0312.
No-shows & cancellations after April 20th will be invoiced.

Sponsored by

APRIL 1st

Happy Easter!

----------

--------------------------------

APRIL 3rd

Coffee @ Carvers

7:45 am

Carver Brewing Company

APRIL 4th

5-Part Management Series - Session #4

8:30 am

Durango Public Library

APRIL 5th

Diplomat Meeting

5:15 pm

Keller Williams

APRIL 10th

LPEA CANDIDATES FORUM

11:15 am

DoubleTree Hotel

APRIL 11th

LLP Steering Committee

5:00 pm

Wells Group

APRIL 11th

5-Part Management Series - Session #5

8:30 am

Durango Public Library

APRIL 18th

Chamber YOUniversity

8:30 am

Durango Public Library

APRIL 19th

Business After Hours

5:00 pm

Twin Buttes of Durango

APRIL 20th

North Main Clean Day

9:00 am

La Plata County Fairgrounds

APRIL 25th

LLP Curriculum

4:30 am

First National Bank of Durango

APRIL 25th

Lunch & Learn

12 Noon

First National Bank of Durango

APRIL 27th

Tech Conference

8:00 am

DoubleTree Hotel
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Popular event slated for June 1st
Start channeling your inner “princess” and get
ready for the 12th Annual Girls Gone Golfing
event scheduled for Friday, June 1st at Hillcrest
Golf Course. The theme “Princess Goes Golfing”
is sure to inspire tiaras, tutus and lots and lots of tulle!
So here’s what’s happening: Have you always
wanted to play golf, but found it too intimidating? Or
would you like to improve your golf skills so you can
compete in the next company golf outing? Or maybe
you would like to just spend a Friday out of the office
networking with other female business associates? If
you answered YES to any of these questions, then Girls
Gone Golfing is just what you have been waiting for!
So wave your magic wand and make plans to join us!
Girls Gone Golfing will take place on Friday,
June 1st at Hillcrest Golf Course beginning at 8:30am.
This event is extremely popular and fills up quickly, so
please register early to reserve your space. The cost is
$40 for Chamber members and $55 for non-members
and includes a morning beginners’ clinic or skills

challenge, lunch, gifts and prizes! An additional greens
fee and cart fee will be added for those playing in the

Let’s Get Cleaned Up!

Lunch & Learn Thank You

Friday, April 20th • 9 – 11 a.m.
Meet @ La Plata County Fairgrounds
Free Coffee & Donuts
For more information contact BID at 970.375.5068

Thank you to Fort Lewis College professor Steve Elias
Ph.D. for a very informative presentation on Utilizing
Your Strengths and Managing Your Weaknesses.
Everyone enjoyed the interactive session and learned
how to work with both our strengths and our
weaknesses to be more successful.

North Main Clean Day

Coffee @ Carver’s
Join us at 7:45am on

Tuesday, April 3rd

With:

John Vickers

Head Golf Professional
Hillcrest Golf Course
Click now to register
Complimentary coffee
provided by

Carver Brewing Co.

afternoon 9 Hole scramble!

Sponsored by

Click here to sign up!

Business After Hours

5-7 • THURSDAY • APRIL 19TH

TWIN BUTTES OF DURANGO
335 Tipple Avenue
$10 Chamber Members & Guests
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Chamber YOUniversity Coming April 18th
Are you taking advantage of your Chamber member benefits?
Join us on Wednesday, April 18th for our Chamber YOUniversity and
learn how to take advantage of your benefits so your membership pays
for itself!
Durango Public Library (1900 E. Third Avenue) 8:30 – 10:00am
All members (new and old) are invited to attend and learn how to
take advantage and make the most of your membership investments.
Learn about FREE benefits such as job postings and coupons, Reference
USA datamining sessions, radio show appearances, Business Facts
announcements, and more - ways to use your membership at little or no
cost. Also, advertising in the Chamber newsletter, on the website and in
the weekly Business Facts can help you grow your business for a minimal investment!
This event is FREE for all Chamber members, but RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED to reserve your
seat. To RSVP, use our convenient online registration at www.durangobusiness.org or call 970.247.0312.
Coffee and light snacks will be provided.
Click here to Register

Sponsored by
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LPEA CANDIDATES

FORUM

The La Plata Forum and the Durango Chamber
of Commerce will host a Candidates Forum
featuring the La Plata Electric Association Board
of Directors candidates on Tuesday, April 10th
beginning at 11:15am at the DoubleTree Hotel.
Please make plans to join us for this informative
lunch and hear from the candidates where they
stand on issues that are important to you.

The cost is $20 for Chamber Members and $25
for Non-Members and includes a buffet lunch.
Reservations are required, so please visit www.
durangobusiness.org to register online or call
970.247.0312. La Plata Forum members must register
through Kermitt Barrett. Seating is limited so please
register early. Deadline to RSVP is April 6th.

click to register

SUNSET INTERVAL
HIGH INTENSITY, LOW WEIGHT,
INTERVAL BASED CLASS

FUNCTIONAL FITNESS
IMPROVE HOW YOUR BODY MOVES!

LUNCH BOOT CAMP

CIRCUIT
CLASS - STRENGTH AND
opic:
TOBSTACLE
COURSE BASED

JUNGLE BEARS KIDS
CLASSES

OBSTACLE BASED STRENGTH
TRAINING, SKILLS, AND NINJA FUN!

OBSTACLE COURSE
BIRTHDAY PARTIES!
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
$250 - 2 HOURS - 12 KIDS

PERSONAL TRAINING
GROUP SESSSIONS
TEAM BUILDING
SPARTAN SGX TRAINING

151 E 15TH STREET - 970.764.7401 - JUNGLEGYMDGO.COM
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RIBBON CUTTINGS
Mountain Bike Specialists

The Durango Diplomats celebrated 50 years
in retail on Thursday, March 1st with Ed Zink,
founder and owner of Mountain Bike Specialists.
As part of the celebration, both Gov. John
Hickenlooper and Durango Mayor Dick White
proclaimed March 1, 2018 as Ed Zink Day both
in Durango and statewide. Ed, along with his
wife Patti, and their ten employees love getting
people on bikes for enjoyment, good health and
family time…not to mention winning races.
MBS was named the best mountain bike shop in
the US in 2016 and was named one of the best
bike shops in American for the fifth consecutive year in 2017. For more information about Mountain
Bike Specialists visit www.mountainbikespecialists.com or stop by 949 Main Avenue and check out
this mountain biking mecca!

The Mac Ranch

The Durango Diplomats celebrated the
Grand Re-opening of The Mac Ranch on
Friday, March 2nd. The Mac Ranch is now
conveniently located at 1077 Main Avenue
and owner and founder, Dave Sessions along
with junior partner Bill Searfus couldn’t be
happier! The Mac Ranch was established in
2001, became an Apple Reseller and Warranty
provider in 2005 and moved to Durango in
2012. It is the only official Apple entity from
Denver to Grand Junction to Albuquerque,
and the staff is Apple certified to train, repair
and sell. The Mac Ranch specializes in Apple
hardware, software, cool accessories, training classes, on-site services and network and infrastructure
support. Dave loves owning a business in Durango and the community support and trust is most
appreciated. If you would like to find out more about The Mac Ranch visit www.macranch.com, stop by
the new location at 1077 Main Avenue or give them a call at 970.259.1187.
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RIBBON CUTTINGS
Cantera

The Durango Diplomats joined Beto
Navarro, owner of the new Durango restaurant
Cantera, for a Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting
on Friday, March 2nd. Located at 1150 Main
Avenue (in the former Lost Dog location),
Cantera was born from a love of Mexican
cuisine and the arts. Its menu represents the
hard working culture of Mexico with unique
offerings such as specialty cocktails and
one of a kind cultural food including table
side guacamole (made to your liking). The
atmosphere is artistic and expressive featuring
100% hand-made art. You have to go by just to check out the collection of hand blown glass art,
including the 540 piece chandelier! Employing 40 team members, Beto is thrilled to open this creative
concept to downtown and bring a cultural twist to Main Avenue. He loves supporting causes that are
close to his heart including fitness and education. If you would like more information visit www.
canteradurango.com or call 970.422.8253.

Music In The Mountains
The Durango Diplomats were on hand
Wednesday, March 21st for the Ribbon
Cutting ceremony celebrating the new
location for Music in the Mountains. Now
conveniently located at 515 E. College
Drive, Executive Director Angie Beach and
her staff are busy getting ready for the 32nd
season of Music in the Mountains. This
three week classical music festival, a rarity
in a small rural community, brings a world
class orchestra that would not be possible
without the loyal support of corporations
and individuals. Tickets go on sale April 16th for the musical festival, scheduled for July 7th – July 29th.
Stop by the new office to purchase tickets or visit www.musicinthemountains.com for more information.

9

THE

MAIN EVENT

April 21st
11am-3pm
26th To 30th Street
North Main Avenue
Live Music, Food, Games and
Activities For The Whole Family

Join the North Main community party with four blocks of games and activities from 26th to 30th Street.
There will be fun for the entire family including live music, food, historical tours, a slack line, a quarter
pipe, tortilla making, chalk art and more! You’re encouraged to walk or bike around the area and learn
more about local businesses, community amenities and all the great things going on in the North Main
District!

For more details go to www.themaineventdurango.com or
https://www.facebook.com/events/1717602168278461/?active_tab=about

Bike and walking friendly, parking available at the Fairgrounds and Recreation Center lots.
Presented by:
City of Durango - City Government and Durango Business Improvement District
Media Sponsor: Mountain Motion Media
Platinum Sponsor: GOAL Academy High School
Event Sponsor: Local First
Silver Sponsors: Zia Taqueria, Merida Odiorne USHealth Advisors, Taco Bell of Durango, ArchEarth
Building & Construction, Durango Brewing Co

President
Charles Spence, Maynes Bradford Shipps Sheftel

Board Members
Joe Lloyd, Past President, Durango Joe’s Coffee House
Mark Jastorff, Fort Lewis College Foundation
Amanda Erickson, Durango Area Association of Realtors
Christi Zeller, La Plata County Energy Council
Greg Behn, Bank of Colorado
Suzanne Phare, Real Ideal Coaching
Brian Lundstrom, Sky Ute Casino
Chris Bettin, City of Durango Representative
Durango Land & Homes
Tara Kiene, Leadership La Plata Representative
Community Connections, Inc.
Diana Murray, Diplomat Representative
ASAP Accounting & Payroll
Zeb Smith, YPOD Representative
Ascent Accounting

2018
CHAMBER BOARD OF
DIRECTORS & STAFF

Staff
Jack Llewellyn, Executive Director
Rita Simon, Chamber Manager
Peggy McCulloch, Office Assistant
Jennifer Dickens, Communications Coordinator
1199 Main Avenue, Suite 217 | Durango CO 81301
970.247.0312 | Fax 970.385.7884
www.durangobusiness.org
chamber@durangobusiness.org
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THE LEADERSHIP LINE
Get Social With Us!
At Leadership La Plata our committees, alumni, and the current class are doing great things and
we want to share them with you. We want you to like us on Facebook so we can keep you up to date on
everything LLP:
u
u
u
u
u

Find out about awesome events for alumni and guests—like our hit Wine Tasting Event in
February which was sold out
Get an inside look at each program day with pictures and videos of the activities and class
Learn about special discounts and educational opportunities available for LLP alumni in the
community
Find resources for continuing your personal and professional development
Hear about key dates and deadlines—like our upcoming informational sessions and application
deadlines!

So what are you waiting for? We like you and we hope you’ll like us too!

Leadership La Plata—La Plata County
Facebook.com/leadershiplaplata

Walk the Talk
Alumni Referral Challange

March Thank You

A big thank you to our Health and Human
Services Program Day sponsor:

We are currently accepting applications for our
30th Leadership La Plata class and we want your
help! In fact, we are issuing a challenge to all LLP
alumni to refer the great people you have in your
networks to apply for our program. And we’re
putting our money, er tickets, where our mouth
is. We are giving away a pair of 2018 Music in the
Mountains tickets to one lucky alumni. It’s simple
to enter, just talk with someone you know, that you
think would be great for LLP, and encourage them
to apply. Make sure they put your name in the “how
did you hear about us” section so that we can put
your name in the ticket drawing. Even better, the
more applicants you refer, the more chances you
have to win the tickets!

New Month “Radical Candor. For great perspective and insight on leading in the workplace, check out the book Radical
New Ideas Candor by Kim Scott.” - Chester Brandt, Class of 2013-2014

11
Total Members: 792
Art Supply House Inc.

Newbold, Chapman & Geyer PC

Jeramiah Townsend
24 B Town Plaza
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 375-0090
http://www.ArtSupplyHouse.com
Artist/Art Supplies

Sarah Taylor
150 E 9th St, STE 400
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 247-3091
Attorneys

Cantera

Kate Naumann
300 S Camino Del Rio
Durango, CO 81301
(9700 403-1517
www.seriousdelights.com
Restaurants/Bars

Beto Navarro
1150 Main Avenue, STE B
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 422-8253
http://www.canteradurango.com
Restaurants/Bars
Durango Business Support

Jennifer Macho-Seekins
PO Box 848
Durango, CO 81302
(970) 238-0014
www.durangobusinesssupport.com
Accounting/Bookkeeping & Tax Service
La Plata Open Space Conservancy

Lea Parks Novak
102 East 8th Street, STE 202
Durango, CO 81302
(970) 259-3415
www.lposc.org
Non-Profit
Melissa Lopez

31 River Rim Rd
Durango, CO 81303
(505) 516-9562
Individuals

Serious Delights

The Reynolds Law Group

Douglas Reynolds
1099 Main Ave, STE 318
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 828-4605
Attorneys
Verizon Wireless

Scott Paquette
237 Northshore Circle
Pagosa Springs, CO 81447
(970) 250-3233
http://www.verizonwireless.com
Telephone Communication/Equipment/repair
Zaparataz Trimmers

Terry Sandefur
30 Wasinger Dr
Bayfield, CO 81122
(970) 749-8312
http://www.zaparataz.com
Manufacturing
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RENEWED MEMBERS
Action Property Management Co.

Healing Touch of Durango

Advertising Innovations, Inc.

Hillcrest Apartments

Allen & Associates

John A Rothchild DDS, PC

Animas Marketing

Kelly Miranda Photography

Arete Mortgage

Matlock Furniture

Bear Paw Lodge

Mesa Verde National Park

Ben Frihauf Farmers Insurance

Mile High Plumbing, Inc.

Casey D. Lynch CPA, LLC

Mountain View Family HealthCare

Certified Folder Display Service, Inc

Music in the Mountains

ChemDry of the Southwest

Nissan of Durango, LLC

Chinook Medical Gear

Pine River Lodge

Custom Animal Services Pet Sitting

RE/MAX Pinnacle/Rigby’s

DIDF

Rejoyce Real Estate Company

Duranglers, Inc.

Residence Inn by Marriott

Durango Herald

Rocky Mountain Balloon Adventures

Durango Joe’s Coffee House

Sachs Construction, LLC

Durango Liquor & Wine Co.

San Juan Symphony

Durango Lodge

SERVPRO of A.L.M.S.

Durango Party Rental

Soaring Tree Top Adventures

Durango Urgent Care

Southwest Appliance Inc

Ecographic Analysis, LLC

Swan Global Investments

Energy Council

Take Shape For Life/Juice Plus

Four Leaves Winery

Take Shape For Life/Juice Plus

Four States Tire & Service

Think Network Technologies

Garacey Group LLC

Trout Unlimited - Five Rivers Chapter

Garrhs, Inc.

Wapiti Lodge

Genesis Land & Waterscapes Inc

WCA Transit Waste

Jeffrey Gilmore

Will Construction, LLC

Half Price Tees / Durango Embroidery & Print

WolfDirect, LLC
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SHRED DAY – THURSDAY, MAY 24TH

DOWNTOWN CLEAN DAY – FRIDAY, MAY 25TH
WATCH FOR DETAILS COMING SOON!
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Briggen Wrinkle, Executive Director

Community Foundation, serving Southwest Colorado
The concept behind the Community Foundation
is as effective as it is simple – through contributions, the
Community Foundation invests, manages and grows
funds that support a wide variety of nonprofits. Unlike
private foundations, whose funds typically come from a
single donor, family or company, Community Foundation
support comes from a broad and diverse base - including
local individuals, corporations, other nonprofits and even
government entities.
“We serve three functions in the community,” says
Briggen Wrinkle, Executive Director. “We initiate problemsolving conversations about local issues with people from
a variety of perspectives. We have discussed, for example,
the critical need for early childhood education and care
and the housing crisis. We want to involve key individuals,
businesses and philanthropists from our five counties
in these discussions. We make sure that people in our
community know what the issues are and know what local
nonprofits are doing the work.”
The Foundation’s second function is playing
matchmaker. The Community Foundation can maximize
the efficiency and effectiveness of every dollar donated in
ways that an individual philanthropist or a business cannot.
The Community Foundation pairs local philanthropists
with nonprofits whose work is especially meaningful to
them. The Foundation can help families and businesses
start a Donor Advised Fund, which offers tax benefits up
front while creating an opportunity to give back to the
community over a period of time.
According to the IRS, there are 286 active nonprofits
in La Plata County. Each of these organizations request
contributions from local companies. The Community
Foundation works with businesses to help them define their
giving strategies. For instance, the Payroll Department,
a local company that processes payrolls for businesses,
approached the Community Foundation asking for ideas
to make their giving more impactful. As a result, the 12.4.2
grant was created. After a rigorous review of applicants
and input from the Payroll Department staff, the Payroll
Department awards two nonprofit organization a $12,000
grant, which has to be matched. The Payroll Department

wanted the match component so
the nonprofits would attract new
donors on an ongoing basis to
support these organizations long term. The Foundation
also helps businesses develop giving statements in order to
streamline contribution requests.
Thirdly, the Community Foundation facilitates
collaborative giving opportunities to increase sustainability.
For example, Southwest Colorado Gives, a designated
day of giving online, models how 41 southwest Colorado
nonprofits successfully joined forces to double the donations
for CO Gives Day in our region last year. “By combining
efforts, we were able to create a SW CO Gives logo, buy print
and radio advertising and create a coffee sleeve to promote
CO Gives Day,” Briggen says. “Last year we gave out $1.7
million in La Plata, San Juan, Montezuma, Archuleta and
Dolores counties. We granted to more than 125 nonprofits,
including organizations that represent human services,
animal protection, environment, youth, arts and culture
and education.”
Last year, the Community Foundation introduced the
‘Making a Difference’ speaker series, hosting a sold out
show in 2017 featuring Nicholas Kristof. This year, on April
25, the Community Foundation will host Jenna Bush Hager
at 6:30 at the Community Concert Hall in Durango. Hager
will speak about early childhood education and literacy. She
is the author of the New York Times bestseller Ana’s Story:
A Journey of Hope, which she wrote after traveling to Latin
America in 2006 as an intern with UNICEF. Hager remains
involved with UNICEF and is currently the chair of its
Next Generation initiative, which is dedicated to reducing
childhood deaths around the world.
“Jenna will talk about the power of compassion to
change lives,” Briggen says. “By focusing on philanthropy, we
hope to inspire people in our community to volunteer and
financially support local initiatives. We want people to stand
up and take action.” Tickets are available at the Durango
Welcome Center or online at durangoconcert.com.
You may learn more about The Community Foundation
at swcommunityfoundation.org. You may reach Briggen at
970.375.5807 or at director@swcommunityfoundation.org
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PHOTO GALLERY
Business After Hours Thank You

Thank you to Peak Physical Therapy and Twin Buttes Dental for co-hosting the March 15th Business After
Hours. It was definitely “double the fun” checking out both businesses while enjoying some great food and
beverages. If you would like to find out more about these neighboring businesses located at
129 & 125 CR 250, visit www.peakptdurango.com and www.twinbuttesdental.com.

